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Welcome to Ducksworld 

 

 

 

The excerpts from the first section of this eBooks deal with Duck Pond Construction. 

The next section of excerpts deals with Breeding and Caring for Exotic Ducks 
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Introduction 
Welcome to Ducksworld! In this eBook we are going to cover all aspects of duck pond 
construction, from small ponds to large. You will be taken through the creation of the ponds 
step by step. 

Warning! ....  

A pond and water life have an enormous attraction for people and certainly for children. So, 
safety is an issue. Should you have small children or visiting children ensure that the pond is 
either fenced in or covered. A simple picket type fence will suffice and blend in with the 
environment. 

 

We have been breeding ducks and building duck ponds for in excess of 10 years, and one of 
the key elements we have found, regardless of pond size, is to have good water circulation. 
The following topics will be covered: 

• Choosing a suitable location for your duck pond. Avoid low lying locations that will 
allow debris to wash into the pond during a heavy rainfall  

• Pond layout. Your choice of size affects the method of construction. Design as large a 
pond as possible. Down the line you will be wishing that you had made it larger! 

• Excavating the area where your pond will be built 
o (Be sure to check for water pipes and electrical cables) 

• Laying down reinforcing for the concrete.  

• The plastic liner option. 

• Be sure to create a good boarder around the pond to allow for a rockery, ledges for 
ducks you are going to have using the pond and have sufficient space for vegetation 
that will allow the ducks to hide and build nests during the season. 
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Pond Construction 
 

 

 

Choosing a suitable location for your duck pond 
 

Avoid low lying locations that will allow heavy rains to wash debris into the pond. 

It is essential to plan duck ponds that will allow for good circulation to avoid water stagnation. 
It is optimum to design a series of connected ponds constructed at different levels. An 
excellent water flow can be achieved by situating a pump in the lowest pond which pumps 
the water from the lowest level up to the top of the pond so that it can flow down over a 
series of small falls to the bottom of the pond. This assists greatly with aeration. The design 
has to be carefully planned to ensure that the perimeter of each pond is level. Ponds should 
be constructed with sloping sides to enable the ducks exit the water with ease and they 
should be a minimum of 50 cm in the deeper section to allow enough depth for the ducks to 
dive, which they enjoy doing. The ponds shown in the photo below consisted of a series of 
four ponds. These were constructed on flattish ground; the soil dug from the lower ponds 
was used to raise the level of the higher ponds. 

Another important factor to consider is to ensure that no dogs have access to the pond/s 
especially at breeding time. 
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The start of a four pond duckpond 

 

 

Be sure that there is enough depth to allow ducks to dive. Make it at least 50 cm to 60 
cm deep. 
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A Duck pond should be an enhancement to your property 
 

Pond layout 
 

If you wish to have a large water garden it is better to create a series of smaller inter-leading 

ponds, rather than one very large pond which requires more expensive methods to 

construct.  

Smaller ponds of not more than 3 m in diameter are cheaper to build and less likely to crack 

and cause leakage problems.  

Smaller ponds can be made extremely attractive and interesting! 

 

Small Ponds 
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Once you have settled on the location of your pond use a hosepipe or length of rope laid on 
the ground to create the intended perimeter. When satisfied with the design knock wooden 
pegs into the ground or using a container with sand pour the outline onto the ground and 
remove the hose pipe.  

When digging the small pond make it at least 50 cm to 60 cm deep and at least 1.5 to 2 
meters wide. Make the shape irregular as this will help it look more natural. 

Lining. The least costly method is to line small garden ponds with a thick, pliable, waterproof 
plastic; though this method is not highly recommended because if it becomes pierced it will 
require a full replacement to avoid continual water loss.  

This plastic can be purchased at a hardware store or at a farm supply store. Lay the liner in 
the hole and push it up against the sides of the hole, folding it as little as possible. Fill the 
hole with water to allow the plastic to mold against the floor and walls of the pond BEFORE 
you anchor the plastic with rocks around the perimeter. 

A Fountain is essential to provide aeriation of the water if the pond water is not circulating. 

Add plants to your pond as these will help keep the pond clean and pretty. Fish are also a 
nice addition. You can use goldfish from your local pet store. The fish will grow to fit the size 
of the pond very quickly. 
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This section of excerpts deals with: 

Breeding and Caring for Exotic 
Ducks 
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Breeding and Caring for Exotic 
Ducks 
 
Now that we have the pond or ponds ready and prepared it is time to take a look at stocking 
the ponds and breeding ducks! 
 

Selecting Stock 
We assume you know what species of duck you wish to keep. 

If not, then there are some good books on the market that will discuss the various species. 
Also, an internet search will yield lots of data on the various species available and best 
suited to your country. 

It is probably a good idea to start with the easier species like Mandarins or Carolinas. Once 
you have a feel for it then purchase whatever species takes your fancy. 

The important thing is asking around and select a breeder that has a good reputation. Once 
found then go and see him or her. Make sure you buy young birds. The problem with not 
doing that is, we found, that breeders will sometimes try to sell you their old birds. These 
may no longer be able to breed, and it will set you up for a loss. 

Generally, the birds you choose should look healthy and alert. Do not purchase lethargic 
birds that have wings hanging down instead of neatly tucked in or look scruffy. 

Make sure your birds are pinioned. If you don’t, they may fly away, and this is not generally 
considered legal. 

In South Africa if you want to start with indigenous species like Yellow Bill, Hottentot Teal, 
Cape Teal, Red Bill teal, Fulvous Whistling, White Faced Whistling ducks etc. you will have 
to apply for a keeping permit from Nature Conservation. 

With Exotic Ducks the rule is that they must be pinioned, so if they escape, they will not 
breed with indigenous species. 

Before starting any venture to keep ducks you need to contact your local authorities as to 
their requirements. In America for example contact U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as to their 
requirements. 

So, the rule is: Buy young birds, preferably last year’s batch. Even then look carefully. 

Beside the waste of money, the problem with buying poor stock is that it is extremely 
demotivating when the pair fails to lay. You may then wait another full year only to discover 
that there  will never be any breeding. 
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Breeding & Breeding Boxes 
 
We opted for a particular method of husbandry with our ducks and we will lay that method 
out for you. 

Firstly, the nest boxes that we found mostly effective are as shown below. 

These boxes are fairly simple to construct or can be purchase. The general design is as 
shown in the image below image. 
 
 

 
 
 
The size of the above breeding box is: 
 

• Height = 64 cm from ground 

• Living space = 40 cm 

• Width = 40 cm 

• Depth = 32 cm 
 
The back end of the box lifts so the eggs can be viewed. 

We placed these nest boxes as widely spread as our space allowed. Where boxes were 
relatively close, we made sure that entrances were not facing each other, to allow for some 
privacy. 

Remember that if your birds are pinioned, they will need a little ladder to climb into the nest. 

We always put Karbadust (or the equivalent country equivalent) into the bottom of the boxes 
at the beginning of the breeding season and then put a few handfuls of wood shavings onto 
the floor of the nest box on top of the Karbadust, enough so that the eggs will be somewhat 
cushioned ,as at times the sitting duck may take fright and the downward pressure of her 
feet, when trying to escape, may well crack or break eggs. The Karbadust will keep nasties 
form living in the box.  



Page | 10 

 

NOTE: Karbadust is a popular insecticide dusting powder for pets. The dusting powder is an 
ideal insecticide for home garden and animal use. The residual contact and the stomach 
poison for the control of various types of pests. Karbadust – a topical powder is highly 
effective against various pests found in garden. The dusting powder treats Lucerne 
Caterpillars, Lawn Caterpillars, Army worms, Elegant Grasshoppers and crickets on lawns, 
shield bugs, chafer beetles and Astylus beetles. Efecto Karbadust treats and prevents red 
mites, lice and tampans on poultry and Cage birds. It also treats ticks and fleas on dogs. The 
topical treatment is also effective in treating flea and tick infestation on dogs and cats. 
Moreover, it is easy to use and has no side effects. 

Karbadust for Birds & Poultry. Buy Efekto Karbadust Online in South  Africa at: 

https://www.budgetpetsupplies.co.za/karbadust-for-birds-product.aspx  

We try to disturb the sitting birds as little as possible but if you use the same breeding 
method as we do then you will need to know when the hen starts sitting as you will be 
removing the eggs at some stage to place them  in your incubator. 

 

Brooding and Hatching 
 

 

Set up a routine for the breeding season. Number all the nest boxes you have and enter this 
information into a log. Inspect the boxes at least once a week to check if there are any eggs, 
being careful not to disturb the female duck if she is in the box. Identify if possible, the duck 
species and count the eggs and then enter the species and the number of eggs against the 
nest box number in your logbook. 

What normally happens is that she will start laying an egg a day (on average). Once she 
finished laying her clutch, she will start sitting on the eggs on a 24/7 basis. This is the time 
that you should start counting the days so you can be ready for the day the ducklings hatch. 

https://www.budgetpetsupplies.co.za/karbadust-for-birds-product.aspx
https://www.budgetpetsupplies.co.za/karbadust-for-birds-product.aspx
https://www.budgetpetsupplies.co.za/karbadust-for-birds-product.aspx
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A rule of thumb for most ducks is 28 to30 days BUT it varies so better make sure of the 
exact amount of days for each species. In this time, she will only get off for short periods (not 
longer than 15 to 20 and maximum 30 minutes depending on the temperature outside) to 
eat, drink, swim and preen herself. It is quite normal for the eggs to cool down in this period, 
but she makes sure they do not get completely cold by pulling a blanket of down feathers 
over the eggs before she leaves the nest. It is important for her to be able to swim because 
when she goes back on the eggs, she takes much needed moisture with her to keep the 
humidity just right for the eggs to develop. 

You can help the process along by spraying the eggs with lukewarm water (moderately 
warm) from about 4 days before they hatch. This will help the humidity in the box to rise 
considerably and thus soften the eggs so that the ducklings can break through. PLEASE 
NOTE that this should only be done when you see the mother off the eggs. Do not disturb 
her unnecessarily! 

There are two options available to you; the first is to let the eggs hatch naturally or secondly, 
if you have an incubator, is to take the eggs out of the nest box about a week before 
hatching as then the mother has taken them through the most risky period.. The advantage 
of doing this is that the female is likely to lay a second batch and the eggs are kept safe from 
predators (especially rats). 

 

 

When the eggs start hatching you will probably see and hear them opening in the nest box. 
Resist the temptation to pick them up and handle them. They normally spend the first day 
under the mother so that the oil on her feathers rubs off on them so that by the time they 
leave the nest they can go directly into the water.  

Don’t be alarmed when you see them on the water the next day. They will not drown. They 
will get a bit wet and it is most important that they can get to the mother easily so she can 
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keep them warm. When the ducklings hatch, they are literally skin and bone and about one 
breath away from death. It is only by day 4 to 6 that you know that the ones that have 
survived it thus far have a greater chance of making it further. 

Once you see them off the nest make sure that you put out some starter crumble in a clean 
flat bowl and some clean water in a drinker next to it. Some ducklings (in fact most wild 
ducklings) like the Mandarins and Carolina ducklings do not know how to eat. They need 
their mother with them so she can show them how. She will start pecking at the food and 
they follow. Once your ducklings make it through the first 4 to 6 days and especially if you 
see them feeding you know they should survive! 

TIP: If for some reason you had to take the ducklings away from the mother, it is good idea 
to keep a baby chicken with them, as without the mother duck they are not wise in the ways 
of feeding themselves. They will copy the chick and will start pecking at the food . 

This also applies in particular to the duckling that are bred in the incubator and placed in 
Raising Boxes. 

 

Incubators (Setters), Hatchers and Brooders 

The term INCUBATION refers to a three-stage process requiring three different units 
for the eggs. 

You do not hatch an egg in an incubator. You ‘Set’ an egg in a Setting unit for a 
predetermined length of time, at predetermined Temperature and Humidity (mimicking the 
mother Hen). Setting stage refers to the days of incubation prior to the final 2 to 3 days 
before they hatch from the shell. 

Just before the chick comes out (Pips), the un-hatched egg is transferred to a Hatching 
unit, where the chick breaks out of the shell and dries/rests. Hatching stage...the final 2 to 3 
days of incubation as well as the time taken for the chick to come out the shell. Then 1 day 
after pip till the chick is dry. 

From here the chick will be transferred to a Brooding unit to get strong and adapt to the 
outside temperature. The temperature control slowly decreased to match the location. 
Brooding stage... from 1 day after hatch stage, till up to two weeks after. 

WHAT TYPE OF INCUBATOR/SETTER DO YOU NEED? 
This depends on what you want to breed. Chickens, Turkeys, Guineafowl, Quails Or Exotic 
birds (Pheasants, Ducks or Parrots). Each Specie type needs a different type of machine or 
set-up. Most species can be set in either a tilt or roller machine. The exception are geese 
which require rolling the egg. 

BASIC MODELS: 
Chickens & Manmade breeds would need a less sophisticated machine. A Basic model with 
or without Auto turning, a digital Thermostat and Basic Humidity control is adequate.  

PRO MODELS: 
Parrots and All-Natural occurring species would require a Pro machine, with precise control 
of turning, accurate Temperature setting, Humidity control and fail-safe back-ups with cut-out 
features. You can incubate you expensive species with peace of mind. 
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